
As we enjoy the finest part of 
the summer, we can reflect 
back on another season in the 
books. As of June 30, we had 
conducted 100 programs in-
volving 2,600 participants for 
the year to date. Although the 
unseasonably cool and wet 
spring made for some  chal-
lenging conditions, we       
managed to conduct a wide 
variety of programs including 
water quality testing, tours to 
Cliff Falls that had primarily a 
forestry component, and      
invasive species removal. We 
did notice this year that there 
was a higher proportion of field 
trips versus classroom visits. 
This probably reaffirms what 
we already knew: that every-
one just wants to be outside! 

Once again, THANKS to     
parent drivers! 
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Kanaka Education and Environmental Partnership Society 
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 Coho smolt release at Bell-Irving, June 4, 2010. 

Redlegged frog seen during field trip June 16th, 2010 

Salmon are Sacred walk 
On May 11th, 180 students and staff from 
Samuel Robertson School staged a walk to 
draw attention to wild salmon, in support of a 
concurrent effort on Vancouver Island. The 
event drew plenty of attention from passing 
motorists, as well as the residents along 
104th Avenue and 240th Street. 

Right: SRT students heading north along 240th 
Street, May 11, 2010 

Kanaka KEEPS Watch 



Summer is the quietest time of year at the 
hatchery, with the only fish on hand being 
approximately 24,000 coho salmon fry. 
These will remain at the facility until their  
release next May or June. One change that 
was implemented this year was that a portion 
of the coho smolts were retained into June, 
much later than normal. This is part of a 
coastwide strategy to determine whether or 
not delayed release can reduce marine    
predation. 

Although summer may be relatively quiet, 
spring certainly was not. The hatchery was a 
beehive of activity, with tours, fish releases 
and associated activities occurring non-stop.  
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Our annual spring open house, which was again co-hosted by KEEPS, Metro Vancouver and Bell-Irving Hatchery,    
attracted almost 500 visitors on a mostly sunny April 18th. Children’s activities, interactive displays and of course 
chum fry releases were all part of the event. Panago and Tim Horton’s deserve heartfelt thanks for making certain 
that our volunteers were well taken care of. 

 

Did you know? 

On May 31st, a sudden 
but powerful thunderstorm 
struck Bell-Irving 
Hatchery, producing an 
incredible 15mm of rain in 
18 minutes!.  
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.School group tour of Bell-Irving Hatchery, 
June 21st, 2010 

Left to right: Panago volunteer station; two young volunteers; chum salmon release 

Samuel Robertson 

Imagine a school that has an outdoor classroom that 
encompasses a forest, stream and wetland. Students 
have this resource literally a stone’s throw away from 
their regular classroom, and for them it is essentially a 
text book without boundaries.  
 
This has been achieved at Samuel Robertson, where 
Albion Park has become a well established component 
of the Science 8 program since 2006. It is incredibly 
rewarding to see young people becoming so               
re-connected with nature in such an enthusiastic     
manner over the course of the school year. Instructor James While examines a treefrog egg mass 

with his students, April 2010 
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The Kanaka watershed has no shortage 
of invasive species infestations, and   
perhaps one of the biggest culprits is 
English ivy. This nasty vine wraps its way 
upwards on native trees, until finally   
making its way to the top in triumph as it   
essentially suffocates the tree to death. 
On April 8th, KEEPS volunteers attacked 
a particularly bad site along Tamarack 
Lane in lower Kanaka. 40 square meters 
was stripped of ivy, and the site will be 
subsequently maintained as required. 
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Cub getting a better look (left) and telltale claw marks in Albion Park. 

Somewhere in the Kanaka watershed, a trail camera is waiting for something to move in front of it. 
When that happens, the camera fires, and periodically KEEPS volunteer Mike Stefiuk shows up to 
download whatever the camera has recorded. The results can be very interesting. 
 
(Note: anyone contemplating undertaking this should be aware that there may be privacy issues 
involved, especially if the camera is installed at or near an area used by the public). 

Two deer crossing the meadow Black bear 

KEEPS volunteers Charlene Kinney (left) and Mike Stefiuk attacking ivy on April 
8th, 2010 

Did you know? 

The disposal of yard 
compost into green spaces 
is the number one cause of 
ivy infestations. 

More bears 
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Upcoming Events! 
 
 

B.C. Rivers Day: 
September 26 
 
Return of the 
Salmon: October 17 
 
 
Also: check our website 
for other events! check 
our website for other 
events! 

While much is made of the human / bear conflicts that are an inevitable result of     
suburban encroachment into previously wild areas, the coyote is gaining a reputation 
of its own. They are fast, intelligent wild animals, and their predatory instincts can 
make them dangerous to humans and / or their pets. For example, in 2009 a toddler 
was attacked (suffering minor injuries) by a coyote in Port Coquitlam, while a horse 
was killed in Maple Ridge. There have been many other recent local incidents of  
coyotes acting aggressively towards humans. Almost always, the root cause is the fact 
that these animals have lost their fear of humans. Residents should: 
 
· not allow pets to run free in areas known to be frequented by coyotes 
· never store pet food outside 
· supervise small children closely 
· act aggressively towards any coyote that is approaching. Coyotes are intimidated 

relatively easily 

 

Photo: spring evening thunder-
storm clouds. 

Did you know? 
 
· adult coyotes 

weigh 9-18kg 
(20 to 40 
pounds) 

· Coyotes howl 
either to     
communicate 
with other 
packs or to call 
the pack       
together 


