
We are nearing the conclusion 
of the busy spring fish release 
season. March and April saw 
Salmonids in the Classroom 
participants release their class-
room-reared chum fry.        
Consequently, most of the   
program focus during the past 
two months has been around 
the hatchery. As we progress 
further into May we will again 
be branching out to such     
venues as Cliff Falls as well as 
Riverfront. Overall, we have 
conducted a total of 65        
programs in 2008 as of April 
30th. 

 

As always, THANKS to parent 
drivers! 

����������	
��
������	���

Kanaka Education and Environmental Partnership Society 

����������

����������	
��
���
�����	���

��

�
��	����
�
���
�� ��

�	
�������	���
�
��� ��

������������������� ��

�	���� ������	�
��!	�� ��

"�	����
��
�#	�$�
	� %�

�	
	��&��
'�����
�	������� %�

(�����

�
)��������*�
���+��
�

,�

	
��
��������������

Comments from teachers: 

· �����������������������
������

· ������� ��������� ��!����
����
���

· �	����������"�������
�����
�� ����

Comments from students: 

· �	�#�
$��!�������#����
����
��

· �	�$����
������!������
�
�����������

· �%�
�!������������&��

 Releasing salmon fry: a springtime rite of passage. 

Helene Demers of Riverside Elementary is recognized for 
20 years of participation with the Salmonids in the Class-
room program, April 15th, 2007. 

Stream monitoring 
The Spencer Creek stream monitoring  
project, now in its third year, continues 
along. The students will also be removing 
invasive plant species in Albion Park in 
May and June. Thomas Haney Secondary 
has also begun to monitor Cottonwood 
Creek. 

Right: measuring the pH, May 2008 

Kanaka KEEPS Watch 



Spring is one if the busiest times of 
the year at the hatchery, and this year 
has been no exception. However, the 
seasonal fish culture activities have 
been three weeks or more later than 
normal. The colder than average 
March and April has meant that the 
eggs and alevins have been slow to 
develop, and a portion of the coho 
were still in the incubators as of early 
May. To date, 396,000 pink salmon 
have been released to Kanaka.      
Approximately 88,000 chum fry have 
either also been released or are very 
close. In addition, 100,000 chum fry 
were released to streams in Burnaby 
and Vancouver. 
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Our annual spring open house, co-hosted by KEEPS, Bell-
Irving Hatchery and Metro Vancouver, was a roaring success. 
Approximately 540 visitors took part in this 25-year              
anniversary of the hatchery. The day marked another          
significant occasion, as KEEPS officially turned 10. The day of 
children’s activities, displays and of course salmon fry          
releases was punctuated by a special ceremony that was     
complete with a Katzie First Nation blessing and a             
commemorative cake. 

 

We wish to thank all of our volunteers, as well as Panagos 
Pizza for their kind donation to the event. 

 

Did you know? 

A total of 8.1 million pink, 
chum and coho fry have 
been released from the 
hatchery since it opened 
in 1983.  
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John Heaven ponds a tray of chum salmon fry in 
front of curious students and parents, April 2008. 

A day to celebrate! April 27th, 2008. 

Maple Ridge Earth Day 

The theme of this year’s Maple Ridge Earth Day event 
was “the best day on earth.” It was certainly one of the 
best days this spring, as temperatures climbed to 20 
degrees in the sunshine. The KEEPS booth was   
steadily busy, as visitors examined Mike Stefiuk’s photo 
display while the children tried out KEEPS’ newest   
version of the Enviroscape watershed model or         
examined our collection of aquatic invertebrates. 
 
The event organizers should be extremely proud of this 
well laid out event. Mike plays with the invertebrates at Earth Day, April 

26, 2008. 
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If you think that this has been a cold spring, 
you are absolutely right. Weather records  
indicate that Metro Vancouver and most of 
southern British Columbia have just              
experienced its coldest spring since 1972. 
The culprit has been a cold ocean current 
known as La Nina. When this occurs, British 
Columbia typically receives colder than     
normal temperatures and somewhat            
increased precipitation. This year’s event  
featured the “Grand Finale” of April 18-19, 
when an extremely unseasonable Arctic air 
outbreak charged down through the Interior to 
bring freezing temperatures and locally heavy 
snow to coastal B.C. 

Fortunately, La Nina appears to be on its way 
out. 
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It’s spring, but you would never know it here, as 
heavy snow falls on Bell-Irving Hatchery during this 
classroom incubator fry release. 

“It’s the coldest April we’ve ever recorded.” 

 
- Hatchery Manager John Heaven commenting on the    
cold weather this spring 

If we were to have an Unsung Hero award, it would easily go to Panago Pizza. For many years, 
Panago has provided donations of pizza to our various events such as Goodbye Chums, Rivers 
Day and Return of the Salmon. They have sought little fanfare while quietly and consistently  
contributing an estimated in-kind donation of $3,000 or more per year. A huge Thank-you is in 
order! 

Panagos Pizza on event day... ...means happy volunteers! 
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Upcoming Events! 
 

B.C. Rivers Day: 
September 28 
 
Return of the 
Salmon: October 19 
 
 
Also: check our website 
for other events! check 
our website for other 
events! 

KEEPS completed a bank stabilization project on lower Cottonwood Creek this past 
winter and spring. A clay bank had failed, and the slide was extremely unstable. To 
prevent further erosion and creek sedimentation, we used a technique known as 
“willow wattles” where willow stakes and cuttings were inserted into the bank, provid-
ing a sort of living slide fence. Additional planting and grass seeding was completed by 
the end of March. 

Clockwise from top left: A curious bear inspects the slide in 2007; freshly placed wattles on the 
slide in March 2008; new growth on the site in May 2008; a closeup of a wattle, May 2008. 

Photo: Rainbow Bridge. 


